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TAI SOPHIA INSTITUTE GIFTED WITH  JAMES AND PEGGY DUKE’S HOME AND “GREEN FARMACY” GARDEN

“Green Farmacy” Garden contains more than 300 plants used to treat

 80 different diseases and ailments, a garden haven in Howard County, MD 

In a life estate arrangement James A. (Jim) and Peggy Duke have gifted Tai Sophia Institute to carry on the legacy of their garden and beautiful six-acre property. Jim Duke, considered a world authority on the medicinal use of plants and herbs, created the “Green Farmacy” Garden in 1998 after a 32 year career as an economic botanist with the United States Department of Agriculture. The garden contains as many as 300 medicinal plant species from all over the world. Tai Sophia Institute, a graduate academic institution for wellness-based education, clinical care, research and public policy discourse based in Laurel, MD, will honor the Duke’s at a ceremony scheduled for Thursday, June 29 from 4 – 7 p.m. at their Fulton, MD property.

Jim Duke has been a distinguished lecturer in the Institute’s master’s program in herbal medicine. Located three miles south of the Institute, the “Green Farmacy” Garden on the Duke’s six acre property has provided the Institute’s students and the community with an on-site educational resource. Jim Duke regularly leads tours of the tiered garden which groups plants by the diseases and ailments they treat. Students and faculty of the Institute affectionately refer to the Duke’s home and garden as “Tai Sophia South.”

“As a scientist, author and teacher Jim Duke has greatly contributed to advancing the knowledge of herbal medicine. He has been a pioneer in the field and his work with such established organizations as the National Institutes of Health and National Cancer Institute have furthered the knowledge of the efficacy of plants and herbs for the treatment of diseases and illnesses within the mainstream medical community. The Tai Sophia Institute is honored that the Dukes’ will leave their living legacy to the Institute.  The “Green Farmacy” Garden demonstrates that we can learn from the wisdom of our ancestors and pass that wisdom onto our children,” Robert Duggan, president of the Tai Sophia Institute says.
Founded in 1975 as an acupuncture school, the Tai Sophia Institute has more than 900 alumni practicing acupuncture, herbal medicine and other healing arts around the country. Its current enrollment totals more than 320 graduate students in its Master of Acupuncture, Master of Science in Herbal Medicine, and Master of Arts in Applied Healing Arts programs. In addition to the degree programs, the Institute offers a wide variety of wellness programs that are open to the community. The Institute also maintains clinics for acupuncture treatment and herbal consultations.
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