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TAI SOPHIA INSTITUTE RECEIVES REGIONAL ACCREDITATION

FROM MIDDLE STATES COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION


The Tai Sophia Institute, a graduate academic institution for wellness-based education, clinical care, research and public policy discourse based in Laurel, MD, has received regional accreditation from the Middle States Commission on Higher Education. The Commission is a voluntary, non-governmental, peer-based membership association dedicated to educational excellence and improvement through peer-evaluation and accreditation. The Commission accredits degree-granting colleges and universities in the Middle States region.


Originally founded as a clinic for acupuncture in 1975, the Institute now offers master’s degrees in acupuncture, herbal medicine and the applied healing arts. “Receiving regional accreditation demonstrates the progress and evolution of the Institute from a small school to an Institution with a broad outlook about healing and wellness. When we first taught acupuncture we were considered outside the mainstream. Today, the concepts of “wellness” and “healing” have become more accepted and we are in the vanguard of preparing practitioners in these areas,” Robert Duggan president of the Tai Sophia Institute says.

The process to receive accreditation began in 2001. It required the Institute to complete a comprehensive “self-study” which involved analysis and planning to meet the 14 standards on which Middle States accreditation is based. The accreditation process also included a site visit from an evaluation team comprised of representatives of other institutes of higher education. The Commission commended Tai Sophia for being a unique institution that has been able to develop measurable outcomes for such concepts as “healing presence” and “personal transformation.”

The Tai Sophia Institute has more than 900 alumni practicing acupuncture, herbal medicine and other healing arts around the country. Its current enrollment totals more than 320 graduate students in its Master of Acupuncture, Master of Science in Herbal Medicine, and Master of Arts in Applied Healing Arts programs. In addition to the degree programs, the Institute offers a wide variety of wellness programs that are open to the community. The Institute also maintains clinics for acupuncture treatment and herbal consultations.
The Middle States Commission on Higher Education is an institutional accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation. Middle States’ website is www.msache.org.
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