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Baltimore City Earns $1 Million Grant for Holistic Drug Treatment Services
BALTIMORE, MD (October 12, 2005)—Today, Mayor Martin O’Malley announced that the City’s substance abuse authority, Baltimore Substance Abuse Systems, Inc., was awarded a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) of $500,000 which will be matched by four Baltimore-based foundations for a total of over $1 million.  The grants fund innovative support services for people recovering from addiction.

Three existing programs -- Dee’s Place, Recovery in Community and Penn North Community Center -- will collaborate and expand to offer support to people recovering from addiction. The new Threshold to Recovery project fills gaps in the traditional drug treatment system, offering all-night continuous 12-step meetings, as well as holistic therapies such as acupuncture, Tai Chi and stress management. Serving East Baltimore, West Baltimore, and Southwest Baltimore, the three sites will form a network of Threshold Centers. People’s Community Health Centers will provide medical services and some mental health support.

The Zanvyl and Isabelle Krieger Fund, the Abell Foundation, the France-Merrick Foundation, and the Annie E. Casey Foundation are contributing $535,000 over three years to match the RWJF award of $500,000. The three Threshold Centers have also received support from the Harry and Jeannette Weinberg Foundation, the Thalheimer Family Fund, the Joseph and Harvey Meyerhoff Family Funds, and the Tai Sophia Institute.  
“Baltimore is proud to undertake this novel approach to expanding our capacity to serve people in recovery and people fighting addiction,” said Mayor Martin O’Malley. “People in recovery need a place to go at all times of the night or day, not just when their own treatment program is open. And they may need somewhere to go long after they are no longer enrolled in a formal treatment program. Baltimore’s Threshold Centers provide another doorway to recovery from addiction.”

“Community-designed and community-grown programs like these are an essential part of the battle against addiction,” said Congressman Elijah Cummings.  “Communities have to take on the job of continuous support for recovery.”
The Zanvyl & Isabelle Krieger Fund helped conceive this project, recruiting other funders to participate and serving as a key advisor. “These Centers embrace people at all stages of addiction and recovery, and provide a safe haven from street drug culture,” said Krieger President, Karen Kreisberg.   Acting Health Commissioner Francine Childs said, “This project is an example of how the Baltimore community – both funders and service providers - works in partnership with local government to increase resources and solve problems.”
“Despite our success in doubling treatment capacity, and our success in building a robust addiction treatment system, Baltimore continues to have waiting lists for treatment,” said Adam Brickner, BSAS President. Mayor O’Malley said, “The project will open a door to people who are waiting for a space in a City treatment program,”

Under the leadership of Baltimore Substance Abuse Systems, the three sites collaborated on an application to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Local Initiative Funding Partners (LIFP) program. This national program is one of RWJF’s most highly competitive grant-making programs. The LIFP office received 295 applications for the 2005 awards and only 17 projects (6 percent) were selected. The LIFP program supports community-based projects that develop new approaches and collaborations to improve health and health care for society’s most vulnerable people.

People interested in receiving services at any of the three Threshold Centers can call the following numbers or come to the Centers at the addresses below:

Dee’s Place


Recovery In Community

Penn North

2222 Jefferson Street

112 North Monroe Street

2410 Pennsylvania Ave

443-524-2592


410-362-1400



410-728-2080
Hours:



Hours:




Hours:

   9 pm to 9 am

   8:30 am to 4:30 pm


   9 am to 5 pm
   Sunday through Saturday
   Monday through Friday

   Monday through Thursday










    9 am to 2:30 pm Friday

   9 am to 5 pm

   Monday through Friday
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